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https://www.aip.org/statistics/reports/women-among-physics-and-astronomy-faculty
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The typical admissions package
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GRE scores
GPA

Letters of
recommendation

\_

Personal statement
Research statement
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The typical admissions package
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GRE scores
GPA
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Posselt (2016), Potvin et al (2017), Young & Caballero (2019)
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https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674088696
http://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevPhysEducRes.13.020142
http://doi.org/10.1119/perc.2019.pr.Young
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The typical admissions package
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GRE scores
GPA
“He is a brilliant researcher.”

“She is a hard-working student.”
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Whitcomb & Singh (2020), Trix & Psenka (2003)
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https://arxiv.org/abs/2003.04376
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F0957926503014002277
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How might we make
graduate admissions in
physics more equitable?
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1) Implement a rubric

Flickr, CC-BY-2.0

Miller (2015)
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/125363144@N08/14906302292
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/283460470_Using_Non-Cognitive_Assessments_in_Graduate_Admissions_to_Select_Better_Students_and_Increase_Diversity
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All Rated Applicants (N=321)
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All Rated Applicants (N=321)
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Admitted applicants tend to score “high”...
Rejected applicants tend to score “medium”
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What about equity???
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The only differences in ratings between men and women were on physics GRE
scores and service/diversity work.
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Test scores are the only consistent difference
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2) Don’t bring the physics GRE back

GRE® Subject Test Administrations Canceled for September
12 and October 17

The GRE® Subject Test administrations scheduled for September 12 and October 17, 2020, have been canceled due to
impacts from the pandemic. Health concerns and local COVID-19 restrictions are preventing many institutions that have
hosted GRE Subject Test administrations in the past from being able to provide a safe testing space. The Subject Tests
cannot be offered online at this time, so the next opportunity to take a Subject Test — assuming health conditions
improve — will be April 2021. If you were scheduled to test on a canceled test administration date, your test fee will be
refunded automatically. The GRE® Program has begun sharing this news with graduate schools, and we suggest that you
contact the programs to which you are applying for updates on their application requirements.

Posted: August 20, 2020
https://www.ets.org/gre/important update/test cancel

AAS (2016) AAPT (2019)
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https://www.ets.org/gre/important_update/test_cancel
https://aas.org/about/governance/society-resolutions#GRE
https://www.aapt.org/Resources/policy/upload/Statement_on_Use_of_GRE_for_Admission_to_Graduate_Physics_Programs.pdf
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L, Contact Us

For Test Takers

| O\ Search for...

For Institutions

ETS Home > GRE Home > Subject Tests > Aboutthe Tests

General Test

Subject Tests

> About the Tests
Test Content and Structure ¥
ScoreSelect Option
Test Fairness and Validity
Fees ¥
Bulletin and Forms
Tools for Success ¥

Registration, Test Centers and
Dates

Prepare for a Test
On Test Day
Scores

Frequently Asked Questions

https://www.ets.org/gre/subject/about

About the GRE® Subject Tests
What Are the Subject Tests?

The GRE® Subject Tests are achievement tests that measure your knowledge of a
particular field of study.

Show what you know about a specific subject and graduate schools will take notice. The
Subject Tests can help you stand out from other applicants by emphasizing your
knowledge and skill level in a specific area.

Each Subject Test is intended for students who have an undergraduate major or
extensive background in one of these six disciplines:

The GRE® Biology Test and the GRE® Literature in English Test will be
discontinued after the April 2021 administration. Scores on both tests
will continue to be reportable for five years per GRE® score reporting
policy.

Biology

Chemistry

Literature in English

Mathematics

Physics

Psychology

Note: The GRE Biochemistry, Cell and Molecular Biology Test was discontinued in
December 2016. Scores will continue to be reportable per GRE score reporting policy.

Who Takes Them?

Prospective graduate school applicants take the Subject Tests. Applicants come from
varying educational and cultural backgrounds and the GRE Subject Tests provide a
common measure for comparing candidates’ qualifications.

GRE Subject Test scores are used by admissions or fellowship panels to supplement
your undergraduate records, recommendation letters and other qualifications for
graduate-level study. Some Subject Tests yield subscores that can indicate the strengths

Langin (2019)

a ETS Account

Ready to take a GRE®
Subject Test?

Register Now

Send Only Your Best
Scores

Approach test day with more
confidence, knowing you can
send the scores that show
your personal best — only
with the ScoreSelect™® aption.

Official Test Prep from
ETS

Nobody knows our tests
better than we do. We offer
free practice tests and tips to
help you prepare for your GRE
Subject Test. Check them out
today.
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For Test Takers For Institutions

ETS Home > GRE Home > Subject Tests > Aboutthe Tests a ETS Account

About the GRE® Subject Tests

General Test What Are the Subject Tests?

The GRE® Subject Tests are achievement tests that measure your knowledge of a
particular field of study.

Subject Tests

Show what you know about a specific subject and graduate schools will take notice. The
Subject Tests can help you stand out from other applicants by emphasizing your
knowledge and skill level in a specific area.

> About the Tests

Test Content and Structure ¥

Ready to take a GRE®

Each Subject Test is intended for students who have an undergraduate major or Subject Test?
scoreSelect Option X
extensive background in one of these six disciplines:
Test Fairness and Validity
Fees ¥ The GRE® Biology Test and the GRE® Literature in English Test will be

discontinued after the April 2021 administration. Scores on both tests

This doesn’t seem o be the case

Prepare for a Test

Send Only Your Best

Literature in English

On Test Day  Mathematics Official Test Prep from
ETS
Scores = Physics Nobody knows our tests
= Psychology better than we do. We offer
Frequently Asked Questions free practice tests and tips to
Note: The GRE Biochemistry, Cell and Molecular Biology Test was discontinued in help you prepare for your GRE
December 2016. Scores will continue to be reportable per GRE score reporting policy. Subject Test. Check them out
today.

Who Takes Them?

Prospective graduate school applicants take the Subject Tests. Applicants come from
varying educational and cultural backgrounds and the GRE Subject Tests provide a
common measure for comparing candidates’ qualifications.

GRE Subject Test scores are used by admissions or fellowship panels to supplement
your undergraduate records, recommendation letters and other qualifications for
graduate-level study. Some Subject Tests yield subscores that can indicate the strengths

https://www.ets.org/gre/subject/about Langin (2019)
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Having a higher pGRE score helps...
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Q: Who needs to stand out?
A: Applicants with a low GPA.
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but doesn’t help an applicant with a low GPA
“stand out.”

Fraction of admitted students by PGRE score and GPA
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Having a high GPA is just as good as a high
physics GRE score.

Fraction of admitted students by PGRE score and GPA
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Who else might need to stand out?

Limited evidence of the physics GRE helping those
applicants stand out either

B =
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Takeaways

1.Consider using a rubric to evaluate graduate students

2.0ur department’s rubric does not appear to show
Inequities
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Takeaways

1.Consider using a rubric to evaluate graduate students

2.0ur department’s rubric does not appear to show
Inequities

3.Don’t bring back the Physics GRE, especially for the

purpose of finding applicants you would have otherwise
missed
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Takeaways

1.Consider using a rubric to evaluate graduate students

2.0ur department’s rubric does not appear to show
Inequities

3.Don’t bring back the Physics GRE, especially for the
purpose of finding applicants you would have otherwise
missed
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