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How are discipline-based education research results 
supposed to make it into the classroom if there is a high 
barrier of entry* to reading the research?

*Accessing the literature can require navigating paywalls and understanding long, 
complex papers with jargon-filled language and methodology1,2.

It’s difficult. We created the blog, PERbites3, to help with 
that.

PERbites:
• Group of discipline-based education researchers who write summaries of 

recent papers
• We write summaries in plain language. They are designed to be read in 5 

minutes or less
• We have covered nearly 100 articles to date
• Part of the larger ScienceBites Network working across disciplines4

Have we been successful in our aim? We conducted a survey to find out!

Our readers agreed that PERbites helps them keep 
up with discipline-based education research and 
read about peer-reviewed papers they otherwise 
wouldn’t have. 

Our readers agreed that PERbites articles are easier 
to understand than a typical article and use more 
accessible language.

At the same time, they believe all the important 
information is still there.

While readers learn about new instructional 
techniques on PERbites, simply learning about them 
isn’t enough to affect practice for most readers.

That’s where supporting educators and rewarding 
effective teaching comes in5,6.

Survey Methodology: 
• 23-item Qualtrics survey posed on our website and distributed through social 

media in early 2022
• Received 24 usable responses (9 submitted responses answered no 

questions)
• Given small number of usable responses, we did not run any statistical tests
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Our survey suggests that blogs can be a successful way 
to make peer-review research more accessible.

But we only have the resources to cover so many papers.

How can the discipline-based education research community ensure that its 
work is accessible to all?
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